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News from the Pilsen Region’s
Smart Accelerator Il project

The Pilsen Region's Smart Accelerator
project — a smart tool for supporting the region's
competitiveness, based on education, research,
development and innovation — is now halfway
complete. Thanks to its advancing utilisation
of regional innovation marketing, the Pilsen
Region’s brand is being supported successfully,
as is the region’s attractiveness as the best place
for innovation. Worthy of mention here are the
project’s outputs, which are freely available to all.
At the GetSmart YouTube channel, you can watch

avideo on innovation in the regions, or watch the
Smart Region series, wherein inspiring research
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and development personalities

themselves. You'll find news on the Facebook
page and LinkedIn profile, and there’s also the
opportunity to make use of the www.inovujtevpk.

cz website.

The project’s activities also include organising
regional innovation platforms, which focus on
current technology trends, more deeply identifying
the topics of tomorrow and preparing joint projects
in research, development and innovations within the
region. Interested parties can learn more about this
topic on October 21 2021 at the 2021 Regional Smart

Specialisation conference.
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Novinky z projektu Smart

akcelerator Plzerniského kraje Il

Projekt Smart akcelerator Plzeiiského kraje II,
ktery je ,chytrym” nastrojem na podporu
konkurenceschopnosti regionu, zaloZené na
vzdélanosti, vyzkumu, vyvoji a inovaci se na-
chazi ve své poloviné. Diky postupnému vy-
uZivani regionalniho inovaéniho marketingu
se dafi podporovat znacku Plzeiiského kraje
a atraktivitu regionu jako nejlepSiho mista
pro inovace. Za zminku stoji zajimavé vystupy
projektu, které jsou volné k dispozici. Na you-
tube kanalu GetSmart se miiZete podivat na
video o inovacich v kraji, éi zhlédnout serial
Chytry region, ve kterém se predstavuji inspi-
rativni osobnosti vyzkumu a vyvoje. Novinky
nalezneme na Facebookovém a LinkedIn pro-
filu nebo je moZnost vyuzit webové stranky

www.inovujtevpk.cz.

Sougasti aktivit projektu je také organizace krajskych
inovacnich platforem, které se soustredi na aktualni
technologické trendy, hlubSi identifikaci témat bu-
doucnosti a pfipravu spoleénych projektd ve vyzkumu,
vyvoji a inovacich v regionu. Vice informaci o téma-
tu bude mozné ziskat 21. fijna 2021 na konferenci

LInteligentni specializace regionu 2021".

investor support
experience with foreign
investment

high-quality industrial base
high-quality workforce
well-functioning research centers
holder of the prestigious World
Trade Center Pilsen licence

strategic position on the D5
motorway linking Prague with
Germany and Western Europe
close to the international airport
in Prague

good transport links
major road and rail junctions

excellent living conditions
high-quality health and social
care

all the cultural and sporting
facilities you would expect from
a major regional centre

wide range of secondary

schools specializing in electrical,
mechanical, construction and
transport engineering
universities, colleges and
secondary schools offering the
option of studying subjects in
English

University of West Bohemia

in Pilsen with nine faculties
(Mechanical Engineering,
Electrical Engineering, Applied
Sciences, Economics, Philosophy
and Arts, Law, Education, Health
Care Studies, Design and Art)
Charles University's Faculty

of Medicine in Pilsen offering
programmes in General Medicine
and Dentistry, highly developed
research programme
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New technologies rule the
world - interlinking activities;
5G network

The City of Pilsen, the Pilsen Municipal
Transport Company and the City of Pilsen
IT centre (SITMP), along with partners 02
Czech Republic, INTENS Corporation, Skoda
Transportation, Skoda Digital and the University
of West Bohemiain Pilsen, have jointly launched
a 5G network pilot project. This will become
a living laboratory in Pilsen that will provide
real-time testing for smart transport models
linking smart trams, crossroads, stops and even
an entire smart street. A “Living Polygon” track
will be created for testing smart trams near the
university campus, which is already utilising
5G networks. All of the university's technical
faculties and the NTC research centre will be
involved. Skoda Transportation had the tram of
the future designed also by students within the
inter-faculty DESIGN+ educational project

The SITMP centre will expand the existing 3D map of
the territory to add a dynamic traffic model, including
predictive functions. A metropolitan traffic control
centre will also be established, incorporating e.g.
municipal police, water supply and heating plants,
as well as a drone centre that is already part of its
Integrated Rescue System (IRS).

Skoda Transportation will be utilising adapted ForCity
Smart trams for the testing of the smart transport
models; these trams alert drivers to issues such as
road work and approaching IRS vehicles.

Nové technologie vladnou
svétu — propojeni aktivit,
5G sit

Mésto Plzei, Plzeiiské méstské dopravni pod-
niky a Sprava informacnich technologii mésta
Plzné, spolecné s partnery 02 Czech Republic,
INTENS Corporation, Skoda Transportation,
Skoda Digital a Zapado&eskou univerzitou spo-
lecné odstartovali jeden z pilotnich projektii
v Plzni, a sice 5G sit. V Plzni by diky tomuto
spojeni méla vzniknout unikatni Ziva laboratof,
ktera bude v realném prostiedi testovat nej-
riznéjsi modely chytré dopravy propojujicim
chytré tramvaje, kfiZovatky, zastavky nebo do-
konce celou chytrou ulici. V okoli kampusu Za-
padoceské univerzity na Borskych polich, kde
se uZ nyni vyuzivaji sité paté generace, vznikne
pro testovani Chytré tramvaje Zivy polygon. Do
projektu budou zapojeny vSechny technické
fakulty a také vyzkumné centrum NTC. Podo-
ba tramvaje budoucnosti byla tématem, které
studentim v ramci mezifakultniho vyukového
projektu DESING+ zadala pfimo Skoda Trans-
portation.

Spréva informaénich technologii mésta Plzné méa
v soucasné chvili k dispozici 3D mapu celého Gzemi,
kterou ddle rozsifi o dynamicky model dopravy véetné
prediktivnich funkei. Také vznikne metropolitnf dispe-
¢ink, jehoZ soutasti bude napfiklad méstska policie,
vodarna, teplarna ¢i dronové centrum, které je jiZ dnes
soucdsti integrovaného zachranného systému.

Pro testovani modell chytré dopravy vytvoFi Skoda
Transportation upravené modely tramvaji ForCity
Smart, které fidi¢e upozorni napfiklad na prace na
silnici ¢i bliZici se vozidlo IZS.
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- podpora investor(
- zkuSenosti se zahrani¢nimi

investicemi

- kvalitni primyslova zakladna
- kvalitnf pracovni sila

- dobfe fungujici vyzkumna centra
- drZitel prestizni licence World

Trade Center Pilsen

- strategicka poloha na dalnici

D5 spojujici Prahu s Némeckem
a zapadni Evropou

- blizkost mezinarodniho letiste

v Praze

- dobré dopravni napojeni
- uzel silnicni a Zeleznitni dopravy

- kvalitni podminky pro bydleni
- kvalitni zdravotni a socialni péce
- spektrum kulturniho

a sportovniho vyZiti odpovidajici
vyznamnému regionalnimu centru

- Sirokd nabidka stfedniho Skolstvi

v oborech elektrotechnickych,
strojnich, stavebnich
a dopravnich

- vysokeé Skoly i stredni Skoly

s moznosti studovat zvoleny obor
v anglickem jazyce

- /&padoCeska univerzita

v Plzni s 9 fakultami (strojni,
elektrotechnickou, aplikovanych
véd, ekonomickou, filozofickou,
pravnickou, pedagogickou,
zdravotnickych studif, designu

a uméni)

- Lékarska fakulta v Plzni

Univerzity Karlovy s obory
vSeobecné |ékarstvi,
stomatologie a s rozvinutym
vyzkumnym programem
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New education programmes
tying in to the innovation
strategy

Today’s development trends include the
digitalisation of the fields of study themselves.
At the Faculty of Education, an increased
emphasis will be placed on subjects that
promote the development of computer literacy,
as well as mastery of digital technologies.
A subject on the utilisation of medical
technology will be added at the Faculty of
Health Care Studies. The University of West
Bohemia’s Faculty of Mechanical Engineering
is preparing the accreditation of a new Smart
Manufacturing Systems study programme.

The Faculty of Philosophy and the Arts will offer a new
master’s degree programme — Philosophy for Artificial
Intelligence — in cooperation with the Cybernetics
Department and the Department of Computer Science
and Engineering at the Faculty of Applied Sciences.
The Faculty of Medicine will be helping the University
of Yerevan to achieve research excellence. Within
this project, the partners will be supporting a wide
range of activities to raise quality at the Yerevan
State Medical University (YSU, Armenia) and help it
to achieve research excellence.

Anather project, entitied MUPIC, will bring students
from four European universities, including Pilsen’s, to
an international team in which engineers, designers,
project managers and marketers will collaboratively
seek innovative solutions for technical issues assigned
by industrial enterprises. This has given students the
confidence to cooperate with international experts
and share their knowledge.

Nové programy ve vyuce,
navazani na inovacni strategii

V soucasné situaci vede vSe i k digitalizaci
samotnych studijnich obori. Na pedagogické
fakulté bude kladen vétsi diiraz na pfedméty ve-
douci k rozvoji pocitaGové gramotnosti i ovla-
dani digitalnich technologii. Na zdravetnické
fakulté pribude predmét zaméreny na pouZiti
zdravotnické techniky. Fakulta strojni ZCU pfi-
pravuje akreditaci nového studijniho programu
Inteligentni vyrobni systémy.

Novy magistersky program - Filosofie pro umélou inte-
ligenci nabidne Fakulta filozofickd ve spolupréci s ka-
tedrou kybernetiky a katedrou informatiky a vypocetni
techniky Fakulty aplikovanych véd. Ani lékafska fakul-
ta nezlistane pozadu a pomdZe univerzité v Jerevanu
k védecké excelenci. V rdmci projektu budou partnefi
pispivat Sirokou Skalou aktivit ke zvySeni Grovné a do-
sazeni védecke excelence Jerevanske statni |ékarské
univerzity (YSMU, Arménie).

Co si predstavit pod zkratkou projektu MUPIC? Je to
projekt, ktery spojil studenty ¢tyf evropskych univerzit
vCetné plzefiské v mezindrodnim tymu, v némz budou-
ci strojafi, designéfi, projektovi manazefi a marketéfi
spolecné hledali inovativni a neotfela feSeni odbor-
nych témat zadanych primyslovymi podniky. Studenti
tak ziskali zejména odvahu spolupracovat se zahranic-
nimi odborniky a sdilet své znalosti.

https://inovator.plzen.eu/
https://www.bic.cz
https://www.cmzrb.cz
https://www.mpo.cz
https://spojujemecesko.cz
https://www.czechinvest.org/cz
https://www.businessinfo.cz
https://www.smartcampus.cz
https://www.stavbarokupk.cz


http://www.ukr.plzen.eu
https://www.plzensky-kraj.cz
http://www.rra-pk.cz
www.czechinvest.org
www.bic.cz
https://inovator.plzen.eu/
https://www.businessinfo.cz/clanky/koronavirus-pridelava-problemy-ceskym-firmam-kde-hledat-pomoc/
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Crisis or opportunity? How
companies fared during the
pandemic

Czech companies suffered a difficult time
during the Covid-19 pandemic. Business
operations were complicated not only by the
pandemic itself, but above all by the government
restrictions. Companies had to explore new
business avenues, change their strategies
and commence new projects. For a number of
them, the crisis hecame a growth opportunity.
Successful examples can be found also in the
Pilsen Region.

During the first wave of the pandemic, top-of-the-line
protective masks for repeated use, with nanofibre
filters, were developed by Pilsen's Workpress
Aviation, producing components for the aviation
industry. The output from this project, which initially
strove to protect the firm’s own employees to keep
the business running, was a mask that was later
tested by firefighters in Boston.

Protective shields from Okula Nyrsko are helping out
throughout the country. This company — normally
engaged in producing plastic parts for the automotive
and electrical engineering industries — gradually
expanded its operations to include the production
of protective equipment. Due to the high demand
for these products, this firm was one of the few that
did not have to dismiss any employees during the
pandemic. In fact, their numbers grew.

The region’s small and medium enterprises have
kept pace as well. A high-quality respirator with
a replaceable filter has been developed by Venap
Systems from Vsti§ in the Pilsen-South district. The
DomaZlice company nanoSpace, which manufactures
products with nanofibre membranes for people with
allergies and asthma, is another that saw unexpected
growth — after kicking off the production of nanofibre
scarves and masks. It multiplied its revenue by five
times during the pandemic and has already sold
a million masks.

Krize, nebo prilezitost? aneb
jak se dafilo firmam v dobé
pandemie

Tuzemské podniky proZily tézké obdobi v pri-
béhu pandemie COVID-19. Komplikace v pod-
nikani pfinesla nejen samotna pandemie, ale
predevs§im souvisejici vladni restrikce. Firmy
tak musely pro sviij byznys hledat nové cesty,
ménit strategii a nastartovat nové projekty. Pro
fadu spolecénosti se tak krize paradoxné stala
prileZitosti k ristu. A velmi aspésné priklady
nalezneme i v Plzefiském kraji.

Spickové ochranné masky k opakovanému poufiti
s filtry ze specidlni nanotkaniny béhem prvni viny pan-
demie koronaviru vyvinula plzefiska firma Workpress
Aviation, ktera se héZné zabyva vyrobou dild zejména
pro letecky priimysl. Vysledkem projektu, jehoZ prvot-
ni snahou bylo ochranit vlastni zaméstnance a udrZet
firmu v chodu, byla maska, kterou testovali i hasici
v americkém Bostonu.

Ve zdravotnickych zafizenich v celé republice poma-
haji ochranné $tity spoleénosti Okula Nyrsko. Firma,
ktera bézné vyrabi plastové vyrobky pro automobilovy
a elektrotechnicky prdmysl, postupné rozsifila provoz
o vyrobu ochrannych pomdcek. Kv(li vysoké poptavce
po tomto zboZi nemusela firma jako jedna z méala v ob-
tizné dobé pandemie propoustét své zaméstnance.
Naopak jejich pocet navysila.

Pozadu nezistaly ani regionalni malé a stfedni podni-
ky. Kvalitni respirator s vyménitelnym filtrem vyvinula
firma Venap Systems ze VstiSe u Dobfan. Necekany
rist zaznamenala i domaZlickd spoleénost nanoSpa-
ce zabyvajici se od roku 2012 produkty s nanonovla-
kennou membranou pro alergiky a astmatiky, ktera
odstartovala vyrobu $atkd a rouSek z nanovlakna.
V/ priibéhu pandemie zpadesatinasobila svij obrat
a prodala aZ milion rousek.

Macroeconomic data

Unemployment rate (in the population
aged 15-64) in the Pilsen Region:

Average gross monthly wages and
salaries in the Pilsen Region:

GDP per capita in current prices
in the Pilsen Region:

Makroekonomické tdaje

Podil nezaméstnanych osob
(na obyvatelstvu ve véku 15-64 let)
v Plzefiském kraji:

Primérna hruba mésicni mzda

v Plzefiském kraji:

HDP na obyvatele v béZnych cenéch
v Plzefiském kraji:
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Czechlnvest will support over 300 innovative startups in the next seven
years

This year, after long preparations, the CzechInvest agency will launch the
Technology Incubation project. This project with a multi-billion-crown budget
will interlink the interests of the state, business and the academic sphere.
Czechlnvest will support over 300 startups from seven key technology areas
— mobility of the future, artificial intelligence and IT, creative industries,
sustainability and eco-innovation, space technologies, nuclear and particle
physics and smart solutions to crises. Each recipient will be able to acquire
support of up to CZK 5 million. Even though this project is aimed primarily
at supporting technology startups, it provides a broad portfolio of activities
and opportunities for other key players on the Czech business scene as well.

Sign up your project for Transfera Technology Day 2021

This autumn, the second annual Transfera Technology Day will interconnect
the Czech research and business environments, amplify the commercial
potential of new scientific outputs and provide feedback to their creators.
With the support of the Czechinvest Agency and the non-profit organisation
Neuron, the Transfera.cz association will announce a call for research and
science projects in an advanced or final stage of development which are
intended to be deployed in practice, or in some cases are seeking a suitable
mentor. The projects will be collected via the Transfera technologies
database. The University of West Bohemia in Pilsen will be among
the parties registering projects for assessment; in the future, it plans to
evaluate technologies and their commercialisation potential via its own
expert panels.

Business vouchers from the City of Pilsen

Businesses from the Pilsen agglomeration may once again request
subsidies for research organisation services that they intend to use for
their innovations. The City of Pilsen has announced the sixth round of Pilsen
Business Vouchers, for which it has earmarked CZK 2 million. Financial
support of up to CZK 150,000 can newly be provided for the services of
research organisations not only from Pilsen, but from the entire Czech
Republic. In the five rounds to date, nearly sixty different specialised services
consisting of e.g. software development, the optimisation of manufacturing
processes and product design have seen support. The recipients have most
often used it to engage in cooperation with the University of West Bohemia.
This programme is being handled by the BIC Pilsen business and innovation
centre, which will be accepting applications in September 2021.

Czechlnvest v nasledujicich sedmi letech podpofi vice nez 300 ino-
vativnich startupi

Agentura CzechInvest v letoSnim roce spusti dlouho pfipravovany projekt
Technologicka inkubace, ktery v sobé s rozpoctem miliardy korun propoji z&-
jmy statu, byznysu a akademické sféry. V rdmci projektu Czechinvest podpoff
vice neZ 300 startupl ze sedmi kli€ovych technologickych oblasti — mobilita
budoucnosti, uméld inteligence a IT, kreativni prlimysly, udrZitelnost a eko-
inovace, kosmické technologie, jadernd a €ésticova fyzika a chytra feSenf
proti krizim. KaZdy bude moci ziskat podporu aZ pét milion(i korun. PrestoZe
projekt cili pfedevsim na podporu technologickych startupd, nabidne Siroké
portfolio aktivit a prileZitosti také pro dal$i kli€ové hrace ceské byznysové
scény.

Prihlaste sviij projekt na Transfera Technology Day 2021

Akce Transfera Technology Day na podzim jiz podruhé propoji ¢eskou védu
a business prostredi, zhodnoti komeréni potencidl novych védeckych vystupi
a poskytne zpétnou vazbu jejich tvircdm. Spolek Transfera.cz za podpory
Agentury Czechlnvest, Technologické agentury CR a neziskové organizace
Neuron vypisuje vyzvu cilenou na védeckovyzkumné projekty, které jsou
v konecné ¢i pokroCilejsi fazi vyvoje, a je zajem je skutecné a redlné rozvijet,
zhodnotit, popft. najit vhodného mentora. Shér projekti probiha pres databézi
technologif Transfera. Své projekty do hodnoceni registruje i Zapadoceska
univerzita v Plzni, ktera do budoucna planuje hodnoceni technologii a jejich
potencialu komercionalizace prostfednictvim vlastnich odbornych paneld.

Podnikatelské vouchery mésta Plzné

Podniky z Plzefiské aglomerace mohou opét Zadat o dotace na sluzby vy-
zkumnych organizaci, které hodlaji vyuZit pro své inovace. Mésto Plzefi vy-
hlasilo jiZ 6. kolo programu Plzeriské podnikatelské vouchery, na které tento-
krat vy€lenilo 2 miliony K¢. Podpora ve vysi aZ 150 tisic korun mlZe byt nové
poskytnuta na sluzby vyzkumnych organizaci nejen z Plzng, ale z celé Ceské
republiky. V dosavadnich 5 kolech bylo podpofeno téméF 60 riznych odbor-
nych sluZeb spo€ivajicich napf. ve vyvoji softwaru, v optimalizaci vyrobnich
proces( €i v navrhu designu produktu. Nejcastéji takto firmy navazaly spo-
lupraci se ZapadoCeskou univerzitou v Plzni. Program vyfizuje podnikatelské
a inovacni centrum BIC Plzen, které bude 7adosti pfijimat v zafi 2021.
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