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Businesses file over 5,000
applications for business and
innovation grants

In the summer of 2015 businesses could start to file
applications for grants from the Operational Programme
Enterprise and Innovation for Competitiveness (OP EIC),
by far one of the greatest sources of funding for the
support of enterprise in the Czech Republic. Companies
(including those in the Pilsen Region) have filed over

5,000 preliminaryapplications thus far, and the volume
of funds applied for has exceeded CZK 50 billion.

Besides interest in support for major investment
projects, commercial building reconstruction and
energy savings projects that in the past have been
in the strongest demand, Czech businesses were
also interested in support for projects with high
added value and high demands on specialised staff,
particularly projects to build and expand commercial
R&D centres, projects to develop new products and
technology, and investment projects focused on the
practical application of R&D results. There was also
an above-average number of applications requesting
support for projects aimed at creating new ICT
solutions, modernising data centres and setting up
and operating shared service centres.

By 2020 the BIC operational programme should allo-
cate a total of approximately CZK 120 billion. The
schedule for invitations for this year is available here.

Podniky podaly vice nez 5 tisic
zadosti o dotaci na podnikani
a inovace

V/ 1été roku 2015 byl zahéjen prijem Zadosti o dotace
v Operacnim programu Podnikén{ a inovace pro kon-
kurenceschopnost (OP PIK), ktery predstavuje zdale-
ka nejvétsi zdroj prostredk( pro podporu podnikéanf
v Ceské republice. Podniky véetné téch z Plzefiského
kraje podaly jiZ vice neZ 5 tisic predb&Znych 7Zadosti,
objem poZadovanych prostfedkl preséhl 50 miliard
korun.

Kromé zajmu o tradi¢né nejZadangjsi podporu na in-
vestitné narocné projekty rekonstrukce podnikatel-
skych objektl a Uspor energie byl zaznamenén také
velky zdjem Ceskych podnikateld o podporu projektd
s vysokou pfidanou hodnotou a vysokymi naroky
na odbornost pracovnikl. Jednd se zejména o pro-
jekty budovani a rozSifovani podnikovych vyzkumng-
-vyvojovych center, projekty vyvoje novych produkti
a technologii a kone¢né i investiéni projekty zamére-
né na uvadeni vysledkd vyzkumu a vyvoje do vyrobni
praxe. Nadprdmérmy byl také pocet Zadosti o podporu
projekt( zaméfenych na tvorbu novych feseni v oblasti
informacnich a komunika&nich technologif, na moder-
nizaci datovych center a na zfizovani a provoz center
sdilenych sluzeb.

Do roku 2020 by mélo byt v OP PIK celkové rozdéle-
no zhruba 120 miliard K€. Plan vyzev na leto$ni rok je
dostupny zde.

experience with foreign
investment

investor support

high-quality industrial base
high-quality workforce

holder of the prestigious World
Trade Center Pilsen licence

strategic position on the D5
motorway linking Prague with
Germany and Western Europe
close to the international airport
in Prague

good transport links
major road and rail junctions

excellent living conditions
high-quality health and social
care

all the cultural and sporting
facilities you would expect from
a major regional centre

wide range of secondary
schools specializing in electrical,
mechanical, construction and
transport engineering
universities, colleges and
secondary schools offering the
option of studying subjects in
English

University of West Bohemia

in Pilsen with nine faculties
(Mechanical Engineering,
Electrical Engineering, Applied
Sciences, Economics, Philosophy
and Arts, Law, Education, Health
Care Studies, Design and Art)
Charles University's Faculty

of Medicine in Pilsen offering
programmes in General Medicine
and Dentistry, highly developed
research programme
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http://www.czechinvest.org/op-podnikani-a-inovace-pro-konkurenceschopnost
http://www.czechinvest.org/data/files/op-pik-harmonogram-vyzev-2016-5232.pdf

Newsletter

Pilsen Region

Techmania Science Center
raises interest in science and
technology

Helping people overcome their fear of the
sciences and presenting science and
technology in an entertaining manner — this
is the mission of Techmania Science Center,
a mission it has been successfully pursuing for
eightyears now. Its range of interactive exhibits,
labs, workshops and its 3D planetarium have
welcomed hundreds of thousands of visitors
from the general public and schools of all
levels.

The centre provided support for technical education
this past year by running a project aimed at pre-school
children, who were provided with educational cases
that acquaint even the youngest minds with trades
and technical materials (wood, metal, sand and more).
Specially-developed programmes in the biology,
chemistry and physics labs and very well-equipped
workshops were targeted at primary and secondary
schools. Here children could try out ,traditional”
technology, such as working with a hammer or saw,
as well as cutting-edge technology like 3D printing.

Located in the former Skoda Works factory halls
in Pilsen, Techmania pays tribute to the city's
industrial tradition by being open to various forms
of collaboration with manufacturers in the region.
Since it fully opened its doors in March 2014, it has
also become a popular venue for cultural, social
and sports events, and it is listed as one of the ten
most interesting places in Pilsen to have a business
meeting.

Techmania Science Center
zvySuje zajem o védu
a techniku

Zahanét strach z prirodnich véd a prezentovat
svét védy a techniky zabavnou formou — takové
je poslani Techmania Science Center. Usp&sné
je napliiuje jiz osmym rokem. Nabidkou inter-
aktivnich expozic a programii v laboratofich,
dilnach a 3D Planetariu oslovuje statisice na-
vstévniku z fad vefejnosti i Skol vsech stupiii.

Technické vzdélavani podporila v uplynulém roce na-
priklad projektem orientovanym na mateiské Skoly,
jimZ poskytla didaktické kuffiky. Diky nim se i nejmen-
$i déti mohou seznamovat s femesly nebo technickymi
materidly (dfevem, kovem, piskem ad.). Na zakladni
a stiedni Skoly pak cili specialné vyvinuté programy
v laboratofi biologie, chemie a fyziky nebo ve velmi
dobre vybavenych dilnach. Zde si déti mohou vyzkou-
Set jak tradiéni technologie, jako je napfiklad prace
s kladivkem &i pilkou, ale i technologie moderni, jako
je 3D tisk.

Techmania sidli v byvalych halach Skody Plzef
a k primyslové tradici se hlasi i svou otevienosti
k rlznym formém spoluprdce s vyrobnimi podniky
v regionu. Od svého pIného otevieni v bieznu 2014 se
také stala vyhledavanym mistem pofadani kulturnich,
spolecenskych i sportovnich akei a ocitla se i na sez-
namu deseti nejzajimavéjsich mist v Plzni, kam jit
na obchodni schiizku.

Divody k investovani

Podminky pro investory

Poloha

Doprava

Podminky pro Zivot

Vzdélanost


http://www.techmania.cz
http://www.techmania.cz
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Pilsen Biomedical Centre
assists in the replacement and
regeneration of vital organs

Charles University's Medical Faculty in Pilsen
has experienced an important year. This autumn
it celebrated its 70th anniversary, and the Pilsen
Biomedical Centre, which is a part of the faculty,
celebrated its first year of operation. What's more,
the centre’s manager, recognised researcher Jaroslav
Hrabdk, won the Neuron Foundation award for
young scientists and the Award of the City of Pilsen.
Associate Professor Hrabdk conducts research
into bacterial resistance to antibiotics, using mass
spectrometry to quickly recognise resistant bacteria.

The Biomedical Centre is the Pilsen Region's only
fully-equipped experimental facility focused on
intensive medicine. Research is primarily aimed at
elucidating the mechanisms involved in acute organ
damage and using these in new organ (kidney, heart
and liver) regeneration and replacement methods.
The centre’s excellence is based on the use of long-
term, clinically-relevant biomodels and a combination
of advanced molecular technology and clinically-
oriented goals. The research centre was founded with
the support of European structural funds.

The centre’s laboratories are also open to
collaborating with partners, to whom they are able to
provide services in the fields of reproductive medicine,
oncology, organ regeneration and repair, as well as
research, development and testing of diagnostic and
therapeutic equipment, kits and medical materials.

The centre also tries to get students excited about
experimental research, such as at the Experimental
Medicine Summer School. As part of the international
educational course, students receive training in
surgical techniques and other areas.

Pilsen Region

Biomedicinské centrum Plzen
pomaha pri ndhradé a regene-
raci Zivotné dulezitych organu

Lékarska fakulta v Plzni Univerzity Karlovy v Praze mé
za sebou vyznamny rok. Na podzim oslavila 70. vy-
roi od svého zaloZeni. Biomedicinské centrum Plzefi
jez je soutasti fakulty, oslavilo prvni cely rok dspés-
neho provozu. Jeho manazer, uznavany vyzkumnik
docent Jaroslav Hrabdk, navic ziskal cenu nadaéniho
fondu Neuron pro mladé védce a Cenu mésta Plzng.
J. Hrabak se vénuje vyzkumu odolnosti bakterii proti
antibiotikdim, kdy pomoci hmotnostni spektrometrie
dokaze rychle rozeznat rezistentni bakterie.

Biomedicinské centrum je v rdmci plzefiského regionu
unikatnim komplexné vybavenym experimentalnim
pracovi§tém intenzivni mediciny. Cilem vyzkumu je
zejména objasnit mechanismus akutniho organového
poSkozeni a vyuZit jej pfi novych metodach regenera-
ce a nahrady organti (napf. ledvin, srdce a jater). Exce-
lence centra je zaloZena na vyuzivani dlouhodobych,
klinicky relevantnich biomodelii a kombinaci vyspélé
molekularni technologie s klinicky orientovanymi cili.
Vlyzkumné centrum vzniklo s podporou evropskych
strukturéinich fond(.

Laboratofe centra jsou otevieny také spoluprdci
s partnery, kterym dokdZou nabidnout sluzby v ob-
lasti reprodukéni mediciny, onkologie, regenerace
a reparace organ( a dale vyzkumu, vyvoje a testovani
diagnostickych a terapeutickych zafizeni, souprav Ci
zdravotnického materiélu.

Pro experimentalni ¢innost se centrum snaZi nad-
chnout studenty napfiklad i na Letni Skole experimen-
talni mediciny. V ramci mezinarodniho vzdélavaciho
kurzu se studenti dostanou napfiklad k nacviku chi-
rurgickych technik.

www.ukr.plzen.eu
www.wtcpilsen.cz
www.plzensky-kraj.cz
www.rra-pk.cz
www.czechinvest.org
Www.bic.cz

www.techmania.cz
www.biomedic-plzen.cz
www.plzen2015.cz
www.plzen.eu
www.depo2015.cz
www.movingstation.cz
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Pilsen experiences greatest
growth in tourism in CZ
in 2015

Pilsen is facing the end of a watershed year,
one in which it became a popular destination
on Europe’s cultural map. The city welcomed
a number of Czech and foreign artists, and the
programme was also devoted to famous natives
of Pilsen and artists living in the city. The
unique Adolf Loos interiors were also opened
to the public.

The prestigious European Capital of Culture title also
brought expected positive effects to Pilsen — growth
in visitors, increased visibility and appeal as a place
to live, visit and do business. In 2015 Pilsen was the
leading regional capital in terms of tourism growth,
with a year-on-year increase in tourist numbers
higher than Prague, Brno and Ostrava.

Compared to 2013, overnights increased by 30%,
which was positively reflected in the revenues
of Pilsen’s hotels, restaurants and other service
providers. In the first three quarters of 2015, over
194,000 guests spent the night in Pilsen, which is
13.7% more than in the same period last year. The
number of clients at the tourist information centre
approximately quadrupled, and there was a fivefold
increase in the number of guided tours.

The city’s appealing media image, which the European
Capital of Culture 2015 title brought to the western
Bohemian city, is also highly valuable. Around 3,000
articles were published in the Czech media about
Pilsen in this regard, and several hundred were
published abroad. Pilsen appeared on the BBC, ORF
(Austria), ZDF and ARD (Germany), and the Lonely
Planet guide has repeatedly recommended visiting
Pilsen.

Some activities will continue to a lesser extent
in 2016, such as at the former city transportation
authority's DEP02015 facility, which has been
transformed into an exhibition and art space.

Plzen v roce 2015
zaznamenala nejvyssi
narust poctu turista v CR

Plzeii ma za sebou diileZity rok, kdy se stala vy-
hledavanym mistem na kulturni mapé Evropy.
Mésto navstivila fada €eskych i zahrani€nich
umélcid, program byl zasvécen také slavnym
plzefiskym rodakim a tviirciim. Vefejnosti se
oteviely i jedinecné interiéry Adolfa Loose.

PrestiZni titul Evropské hlavni mésto kultury s sebou
prinesl ocekévané pozitivni efekty — narlist navstév-
nosti, zviditeInéni a zatraktivnéni Plzné jako mista pro
Zivat, turistiku i podnikani. Plzen je v roce 2015 nejlep-
§i ze v8ech krajskych mést, co se tyce dynamiky rdstu
navstévnosti. Meziroéni néridst poctu turistl je vySsi
i neZ v Praze, Brné a Ostravé.

V pocCtu turistd prinesly leto$ni statistiky ve srovnani
s rokem 2013 nérlist pfenocovani ve vysi 30 %, coZ
se pozitivng odrazilo na trib4ch plzefiskych hoteld,
restauraci a dalSich poskytovatell sluzeb. Za prvni tfi
Ctvrtleti roku 2015 se v Plzni ubytovalo pfes 194 000
hostd, coZ je 0 13,7 % vice neZ za stejné obdobi pred-
choziho roku. Pocet klientl turistického informacniho
centra stoupl zhruba Ctyfndsobng, na pétindsobek
vzrostl i pocet komentovanych prohlidek.

Velkou hodnotu mé také atraktivni mediéini obraz
mésta, ktery titul Evropské hlavni mésto kultury 2015
zapadoceské metropoli prinesl. O Plzni vy$lo v této
souvislosti kolem 3 000 ¢lanki v ¢eskych médiich
a nékolik stovek v zahrani€nich. Plzefi se objevila na-
priklad ve vysilani britské televize BBC, rakouské ORF,
némecké ZDF i ARD, nav§tévu Plzné také opakované
doporugil privodce Lonely Planet.

Nekteré aktivity budou v menSi mife pokraCovat
i v roce 2016, napfiklad v arealu byvalych méstskych
dopravnich podniki DEPQ2015, jez se proménilo
na vystavni a tvirci prostor.

Macroeconomic data

Unemployment rate for working age
population in the Pilsen Region:

Average gross monthly wages and
salaries in the Pilsen Region:

GDP per capita in current prices
in the Pilsen Region:

Makroekonomické tdaje

Podil nezaméstnanych na obyvatelstvu
v Plzeriském kraji:

Priimérna hruba mésicni mzda

v Plzeriském kraji:

HDP na obyvatele v béZnych cenéch
v Plzeriském kraji:
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At the beginning of 2016, the Urban Planning and Development Institute of
the City of Pilsen will start to lead the preparations for a new Strategic Plan
of the City of Pilsen, which will be a foundational document expressing an
agreement between the city's residents and officials about the direction in
which Pilsen should develop in future years. The Strategic Plan will focus on
all major areas of development in the city (including housing, the environ-
ment, culture, support for business, the urban environment, transportation,
collaboration between businesses and universities, cooperation with the pub-
lic and non-profit sector). The plan is expected to be approved at the end of
2017. For more information, see the News section here.

Are you a small, mid-sized or large business operating in the Pilsen Region?
You can receive a grant arranged by the Pilsen Region and City of Pilsen for
2016 that will support collaboration between your business and research
organisations in the region. The deadline for submitting applications to the
city has already passed, but companies may now send grant applications
to the Pilsen Region, which announced its Business Vouchers programme
in December 2015. Applications must be submitted between 18 January
2016 and 14 March 2016. The aim of this established support programme
is to strengthen business development and support innovation. Businesses
may obtain grants towards purchasing services from research organisations
in the region that contribute to increasing the companies’ competitiveness.
The purchase of services such as measurements, diagnostics, testing, sys-
tem design, software development, process optimisation proposals, pro-
posed applications of new materials and methods, and product design are
supported activities. More information can be found here.

Thanks to a grant from Regional Operational Programme Southwest and the
care of a private investor, the former departures station at Pilsen — South
Station became a new cultural venue with a pleasant café in September
2015. Moving Station, which received awards for its space at the FINPEX
real estate, construction and investment opportunity forum, revealed its
new look at the 23rd annual Divadlo Theatre Festival, the 10th Animanie
festival and Theatre Night 2015. An average of twelve events are held at
the venue each month. The building also serves as an unconventional space
for private events. The building is owned by Klotz a.s. and is operated by
Johan civic association.

Na zag4tku roku 2016 se pod vedenim Utvaru koncepce a rozvoje mésta
Plzné zatne pripravovat novy Strategicky plan mésta Plzné, ktery bude
zakladnim dokumentem vyjadfujicim dohodu mezi obyvateli a pfedstaviteli
mésta o tom, kam by se méla Plzeri v dalSich letech vyvijet. Strategicky plan
se zaméri na vSechny dlleZité oblasti rozvoje ve mésté (napr. bydleni, Zivotn{
prostredi, kultura, podpora podnikéni, vnitfni prostfedi mésta, doprava, spo-
lupréce firem s univerzitami, spoluprace s vefejnosti a neziskovym sektorem
a dalsi). Jeho schvéleni se predpoklada na konci roku 2017. Vice informaci
najdete v Aktualitach zde.

Jste malym, stfednim nebo i velkym podnikem plisobicim v Plzefiském kraji?
MiZete ¢erpat dotace na podporu spoluprace vaseho podniku a vyzkumné
organizace z kraje, které prichystal na rok 2016 Plzefisky kraj i mésto Plzer.
Mésto jiZ shér Zadosti o dotaci ukoncilo. Firmy mohou nyni pozadat o dotaci
Plzerisky kraj, ktery vyhlasil Podnikatelské vouchery v prosinci 2015. Shér
7adosti bude probihat od 18. 1. 2016 do 14. 3. 2016. Cilem této jiZ tradi¢ni
dotaéni podpory je posileni rozvoje podniki a podpora jejich inovaénich akti-
vit. Podnikatelské subjekty mohou ziskat dotaci na ndkup sluzeb od vyzkum-
nych organizaci v kraji, které pfispéji ke zvySeni jejich konkurenceschopnosti.
Podporovanou aktivitou je nakup sluzeb jako napriklad méreni, diagnostika,
testovani, navrhy systémd, vyvoj softwaru, ndvrhy optimalizace procesd,
navrhy aplikace novych materidlt ¢i metod, design vyrobkd. Vice informaci
naleznete zde.

Objekt byvalé odjezdové budovy nédrazi Plzen — Jizni Pfedmésti se stal
v zafi 2015 diky dotaci z ROP Jihozépad a péci soukromého investora novym
kulturnim stnkem s pfijemnou kavarnou. Prostory Moving Station se dockaly
mj. ocenéni v rdmci fora stavebnich, realitnich a investi¢nich pfileZitosti FIN-
PEX. UZ v novém kabaté se Moving Station otevfela 23. ro¢niku festivalu
Divadlo, ale také napfiklad 10. rocniku festivalu Animéanie ¢i Noci divadel
2015. V priiméru se tu kond dvanact akci za mésic. Objekt slouzi i jako neob-
vykly prostor pro soukromé akce. Vlastnikem budovy je spole¢nost Klotz a.s.
a provozovatelem ob¢anskeé sdruZeni Johan.
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